CHAPTER X
RICHELIEU'S RELATIONS WITH THE CHURCH

RICHELIEU'S career as a statesman was gov-
erned by considerations of worldly policy,
and little influenced by regard for the in-
terests of the Church of which he was a priest
Even his action against the Huguenots was based
upon secular motives; he sought to overthrow the
Protestant party in France, not because they were
always rebels against the Church, but because they
were often rebels against the State, When their
political power was destroyed, they suffered no
further molestation from the minister; the meas-
ures adopted by Louis IXIV, which drove from
France hundreds of thousands of useful citizens,
Richelieu would have regarded with reprobation.
During: most of his administration he was the ally
of Protestant states and the enemy of Catholic
princes. Naturally he was regarded at Rome with
little favour, and he excited the constant animosity
of the extreme Catholic party in France. That he
was an unworthy priest, that he waged war against
Catholicism and espoused the cause of misbelievers,
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